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DETAILED ACTION 



Remarks 

1. In response to communications filed on 31-March-2003, claims 1-2, 7, 9, 11, 13, 16, 21-22, 
24-25, 27-33, and 36-38 are amended per applicant's request. Therefore, claims 1-39 are 
pending in the application. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



3. Claims 1-5, 10-20, and 23-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Murphy et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,282,362) in view of Walker (U.S. Patent No. 6,490,409.) 

As to claim 1, Murphy et al teaches a device for recording an image including a 
geographical location, related descriptive text and/or environmental conditions in a medium 
(see Abstract, and see column 8, lines 25-29), comprising: 

a) means for forming an electronic image of an object of interest in digital form (see 
column 6, line 63 through column 7, line 6); 

b) means for determining a geographical location of the image in digital form (see 
column 8, lines 7-10, and see lines 45-48); 



Claim Rejections - 35 JJSC §103 
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c) means for storing the digital image and the geographical location thereof in a memory 
(see column 6, lines 14-21, and see lines 56-62); 

d) means for storing and accessing descriptive text related to the image at the 
geographical location (see column 15, lines 59-62, where "accessing" is read on "retrieving", 
and "descriptive text" is read on "the name"); and 

f) means for recording the image (see column 1, line 15), related geographical location 
(see column 1, line 13) and descriptive text in the medium (see column 1, lines 16-18, where 
"descriptive text" is read on "data entries" in PDF format); 

Murphy et al does not teach: 

e) means for selecting and correlating the descriptive text with the image at the 
geographical location; and 

g) means for communicating the recorded image with or without related geographical 
location and descriptive text to a network. 

Walker teaches a system and method for making a personal photographic collection (see 
Abstract), in which he teaches: 

means for selecting and correlating the descriptive text with the image (see column 2, 
lines 6-29, and see column 4, lines 56-61) at the geographical location (see column 5, line 46 
through column 6, line 7); and means for communicating the recorded image with or without 
related geographical location and descriptive text to a network (see figure 2, and see column 
4, lines 15-30.) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Murphy et al to include means for selecting 
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and correlating the descriptive text with the image at the geographical location; and means 
for communicating the recorded image with or without related geographical location and 
descriptive text to a network. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Murphy et al with the teaching of Walker , because 
means for selecting and correlating the descriptive text with the image at the geographical 
location would enable the system to record the descriptive attributes such as title, date, 
location name, etc. along with the image's geographical data on the image for retrieval 
purposes; and because means for communicating the recorded image with or without related 
geographical location and descriptive text to a network, would enable the system to transmit 
and receive such image and its data remotely, in order to distribute the recording systems to 
various locations, for example, "cameras may be located throughout a park at strategic 
locations", as taught by Walker (see column 4, lines 19-30.) 

As to claim 2, Murphy et al as modified teaches wherein the means for forming an 
electronic image further comprises: 

h) data processing means (see Murphy et al column 6, lines 31-36, where "data 
processing means" is read on "image processing device") responsive to control means for 
receiving and converting (see Murphy et al column 13, lines 10-13) optical information of 
the image and correlating location and environmental information with the contents of the 
image (see Walker , column 2, lines 6-29, and see column 4, lines 56-61) into compressed 
digital form for storage in the memory (see Murphy et al , column 11, lines 40-44.) 
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As to claim 3, Murphy et al as modified teaches wherein means for determining the 
geographical location of the image further comprises: 

i) a GPS interface and processing logic unit (see Murphy et al , column 14, line 54 
through column 15, line 20) linked to at least one space satellite (see Murphy et al column 
19, lines 23-32) for converting satellite signals into geographical coordinates in digital form 
(see Murphy et al , column 9, lines 9-14) for storage in the memory and indicative of the 
image geographical location (see Murphy et ah column 23, lines 23-28.) 

As to claim 4, Murphy et al as modified teaches wherein the means for accessing 
descriptive texts of a plurality of objects of interest further comprises: 

j) an interface to a database responsive to a user for selecting the stored descriptive text 
related to the object of interest recorded in the digital image (see Murphy et al column 16, 
lines 62-65.) 

As to claim 5, Murphy et al as modified teaches wherein the means for recording the 
image, geographical location and descriptive text further comprises: 

k) means for accessing the memory and correlating the digital image with the 
geographic location (see Walker , column 5, line 46 through column 6, line 7); 

1) means for correlating the descriptive text with the object of interest and recording in a 
medium (see Walker , column 2, lines 6-29, and see column 4, lines 56-61); 
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As to claim 10, Murphy et al as modified teaches wherein the means of communicating 
includes wireless communication (see Murphy et al . column 19, lines 29-32.) 

As to claim 11, Murphy et al as modified teaches the device further comprising: 
q) a terminal coupled to the network and responsive to a user input to obtain, select, 
display and record the stored image of the object of interest (see Murphy et al , column 10, 
line 66 through column 1 1, line 19) with or without geographical location and descriptive 
text in the medium (see Murphy et al column 6, lines 31-36, where "a terminal" is read on "a 
digital processing PC, workstation, video player, or projection screen" which are capable of 
obtaining, recording, and displaying image and related data.) 

As to claim 12, Murphy et al as modified teaches the device further comprising: 
r) means in the terminal for editing the image to include the related geographical 

location and descriptive text (see Murphy et al column 4, lines 26-37, where "editing the 

image" is read on "changing some aspects of the image".) 

As to claim 13, Murphy et al teaches in a system including an image-collecting device 
(see Abstract) coupled to a remote data processing system (see column 6, lines 31-36, where 
"data processing means" is read on "image processing device") and a workstation (see 
column 6, lines 31-36), a method for recording an image including a geographical location, 
and/or environmental conditions (see Abstract, and see column 8, lines 26-29) in a medium, 
comprising the steps of: 
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a) forming an electronic image of an object of interest in digital form in the image 
collecting device (see column 6, line 63 through column 7, line 6); 

b) determining a geographical location of the image in digital form (see column 8 ? lines 
7-10, and see lines 45-48); 

c) capturing and storing the digital image and the geographical location thereof in a 
memory (see column 6, lines 14-21, and see lines 56-62); 

d) storing and accessing descriptive text of a plurality of objects of interest related to the 
digital image at a geographical location (see column 15, lines 59-62, where "accessing" is 
read on "retrieving", and "descriptive text" is read on "the name"); in a remote processing 
system or workstation (see column 6, lines 31-36); 

f) recording the image and descriptive text in the medium (see column 1, lines 16-18, 
where "descriptive text" is read on "data entries" in PDF format, and see column 19, line 65 
through column 20, line 10.) 

Murphy et al does not teach: 

e) selecting and associating the descriptive text with the digital image at the geographical 
location; and he does not teach using a network. 

For these teachings, the applicants are directed to remarks and discussions made in claim 
1 above. 



As to claim 14, Murphy et al as modified teaches wherein the means for forming an 
electronic image further comprises the step of: 



# • 
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g) receiving and converting (see Murphy et al column 13, lines 10-13) optical 
information of the object of interest into compressed digital form (see Murphy et al column 
11, lines 40-44.) 

As to claims 15 and 25, Murphy et al as modified teaches the method further comprising 
the step of: 

h) converting satellite signals into geographical coordinates in digital form (see Murphy 
et al , column 9, lines 9-14) indicative of the image geographical location (see Murphy et al 
column 23, lines 23-28.) 

As to claim 16, Murphy et al as modified teaches the method further comprising the step 

of: 

i) selecting the stored descriptive text (see Walker , column 2, lines 6-29, and see column 
4, lines 56-61) related to the object of interest at the geographical location to be recorded in 
the digital image (see Walker , column 5, line 46 through column 6, line 7.) 

As to claim 17, Murphy et al as modified teaches wherein the step of determining 
geographical location includes determining latitude and longitude (see Murphy et al column 
16, line 66 through column 17, line 10.) 



As to claims 18 and 26, Murphy et al as modified teaches the method further comprising 
the step of: 
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j) accessing the remote processing system or workstation (see Murphy et ah column 6, 
lines 31-36, where "data processing means" is read on "image processing device") and 
correlating and recording the digital image with the geographical location (see Walker , 
column 2, lines 6-29, and see column 4, lines 56-61), and descriptive text associated with the 
object of interest in a medium (see Walker , column 5, line 46 through column 6, line 7.) 

As to claims 19 and 27, Murphy et al as modified teaches the method further comprising 
the step of: 

k) collecting and storing environmental conditions related to the image for recording in 
the medium (see Murphy et al column 8, lines 26-29.) 

As to claim 20, Murphy et al as modified teaches the method further comprising the step 



1) connecting and providing to a network the image, geographical location, and 
environmental conditions of the object of interest stored in the image-collecting device, for 
processing and recording in a medium by the network (see Walker , figure 2, and see column 
4, lines 15-30.) 



of: 



As to claim 23, Murphy et al as modified teaches the method further comprising the step 

of: 
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p) editing the image to include the related geographical location and descriptive text (see 
Murphy et al . column 4, lines 26-37, where "editing the image" is read on "changing some 
aspects of the image".) 

As to claim 24, Murphy et al teaches an article of manufacture: 

A program medium, executable in a computer system (see column 12, lines 23-38. It is 
inherent that computers "execute programs"), for recording an image including a related 
descriptive text and/or environmental conditions in a medium (for the remaining steps of this 
claim, the applicant is directed to the remarks and discussions made in claims 1 and 13 
above. 

4. Claims 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Murphy et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,282,362) in view of Walker (U.S. Patent No. 6,490,409), as applied to 
claims 1-5, 10-20, and 23-27 above, and further in view of Twining (U.S. Patent No. 
6,222,449.) 

As to claim 6, Murphy et al as modified does not teach the device further comprising: 
m) environmental sensing means for collecting and storing environmental conditions 
related to the image for recording in the medium. 

Twining teaches a portable recording device (see Abstract), in which he teaches 
environmental sensing means (see Abstract) for collecting (see column 1, line 61 through 
column 2, line 1, and see column 3, lines 40-42) and storing environmental conditions related 



• 
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to the image for recording in the medium (see column 2, lines 1-5, and see column 3, lines 
42-44.) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Murphy et al as modified to include 
environmental sensing means for collecting and storing environmental conditions related to 
the image for recording in the medium. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Murphy et al as modified, with the teaching of 
Twining , because environmental sensing means for collecting and storing environmental 
conditions related to the image for recording in the medium, would enable the system to 
provide and store additional information about the conditions (environmental) with which the 
images were captured and to further be able to use this information to sort, classify and/or 
retrieve the stored images from the database. 

As to claim 7, Murphy et al as modified does not teach the device further comprising: 

n) a server in the network for storing descriptive text of objects of interest. 

Twining teaches a server in the network for storing descriptive text of objects of interest 
(see column 2, lines 31-38.) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Murphy et al as modified to include a server 
in the network for storing descriptive text of objects of interest. 
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It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Murphy et al as modified, with the teaching of 
Twining , because a server in the network for storing descriptive text of objects of interest, 
would expand the capabilities of capturing/storing images and related information onto 
remote servers and/or central storage systems on a network. 

As to claim 8, Murphy et al as modified teaches the device further comprising: 
o) wireless means for connecting and providing to the network the geographic location 

and conditions of the object of interest stored in the memory for processing and recording in 

a medium by the network (see Murphy et al column 19, lines 29-32.) 

As to claim 9, Murphy et al as modified teaches the device further comprising: 
p) a terminal coupled to the network and responsive to a user to obtain, display and 
record the geographical location and descriptive text in the medium (see Murphy et al 
column 6, lines 31-36, where "a terminal" is read on "a digital processing PC, workstation, 
video player, or projection screen" which are capable of obtaining, recording, and displaying 
image and related geographical location data.) 

5. Claims 21-22 and 28-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Murphy et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,282,362) in view of Walker (U.S. Patent No. 6,490,409), as 
applied to claims 1-5, 10-20, and 23-27 above, and further in view of Matsuzawa et al (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,085,185.) 
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As to claim 21, Murphy et al as modified still does not teach the method further 
comprising the step of: 

m) storing thumbnail images related to objects of interest in the remote data processing 
system according to geographical location coordinates. 

Matsuzawa et al teaches retrieval method and system of multimedia database (see 
Abstract), in which he teaches storing thumbnail images related to objects of interest (see 
column 8, line 62 trough column 9, line 13) in the remote data processing system according 
to location coordinates (see column 10, lines 22-31, where "location coordinates" is read on 
"location information".) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Murphy et al as modified to include storing 
thumbnail images related to objects of interest in the remote data processing system 
according to location coordinates. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Murphy et al as modified, with the teaching of 
Matsuzawa et al . because storing thumbnail images related to objects of interest in the remote 
data processing system according to location coordinates, enables the system to capture 
images smaller in size and be able to display multiple images (thumbnails) to the user for 
selection. 



As to claim 22, Murphy et al as modified teaches the method further comprising the step 

of: 
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n) transmitting geographical location coordinates of an object of interest to the remote 
data processing system (see Murphy et al column 2, lines 30-37.) 
Murphy et al as modified still does not teach: 

o) receiving a thumbnail image related to the geographical location coordinates from the 
remote data processing system; and recording the related thumbnail in the medium. 

Matsuzawa et al teaches retrieval method and system of multimedia database (see 
Abstract), in which he teaches receiving a thumbnail image related to the location 
coordinates from the remote data processing system; and recording the related thumbnail in 
the medium (see column 8, line 62 trough column 9, line 13, where "receiving thumbnail" is 
read on "thumbnail images obtained".) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Murphy et al as modified to include receiving 
a thumbnail image related to the location coordinates from the remote data processing 
system; and recording the related thumbnail in the medium. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Murphy et al as modified, with the teaching of 
Matsuzawa et al because receiving a thumbnail image related to the location coordinates 
from the remote data processing system; and recording the related thumbnail in the medium, 
enables the system to capture images smaller in size and be able to display multiple images 
(thumbnails) to the user for selection. 
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As to claim 28, Murphy et al as modified teaches the program further comprising 
j) program instruction in the medium for accessing thumbnail images of objects of 

interest in the remote data processing system according to geographical location coordinates 

(see Matsuzawa et aL column 10, lines 15-21.) 

As to claim 29, Murphy et al as modified teaches the program further comprising: 
k) program instruction in the medium obtaining and inserting a thumbnail of an object 

of interest according to geographical location coordinates and storing in a medium (see 

Matsuzawa et al figures 12-13, and see column 8, lines 1-3.) 

6. Claims 30-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Murphy et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,282,362) in view of Walker (U.S. Patent No. 6,490,409), and further in 
view of Godfrey et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,463,463.) 

As to claim 30, Murphy et al teaches a system for incorporating images in an electronic 
message (see Abstract), comprising: 

b) means for obtaining geographical coordinates of a location (see column 17, lines 35- 
40); 

c) means for accessing images according to the geographical location coordinates (see 
column 7, lines 49-57); 

Murphy et al does not teach: 

d) means for providing the geographical location coordinates to the network and 
obtaining images from the network according to the geographical location coordinates. 
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Walker teaches a system and method for making a personal photographic collection (see 
Abstract), in which he teaches: 

means for providing the geographical location coordinates to the network and obtaining 
images from the network according to the geographical location coordinates (see column 4, 
lines 41-45, and see column 4, line 66 through column 5, line 21 .) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Murphy et al to include means for providing 
the geographical location coordinates to the network and obtaining images from the network 
according to the geographical location coordinates. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Murphy et al with the teaching of Walker , because 
means for providing the geographical location coordinates to the network and obtaining 
images from the network according to the geographical location coordinates, would enable 
the system to receive and transmit images and related data remotely in a distributed 
environment. 

Murphy et al as modified still does not teach: 

a) a terminal for generating electronic messages; and 

e) means for incorporating in an electronic message transmitted over the network at least 
one of the images obtained from the network. 

Godfrey et al teaches a system for pushing electronic information (see Abstract), in which 
he teaches a terminal for generating electronic messages; and means for incorporating in an 
electronic message transmitted over the network at least one of the images obtained from the 
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network (see column 5, lines 45-57, where "electronic messages" is read on "meeting 
requests", and see column 20, lines 40-42.) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified to have modified Murphy et al as modified to 
include a terminal for generating electronic messages; and means for incorporating in an 
electronic message transmitted over the network at least one of the images obtained from the 
network. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Murphy et al as modified with the teaching of Godfrey 
et al because including a terminal for generating electronic messages; and means for 
incorporating in an electronic message transmitted over the network at least one of the 
images obtained from the network, would enable the system to transmit images and related 
data within an electronic message (e.g. electronic mail, etc.) to users in remote locations. 

As to claim 31, Murphy et al as modified teaches wherein the geographical location 
coordinates provided to the network are the geographical location coordinates of the terminal 
creating the message (see Murphy et al . column 10, lines 37-40.) 

As to claim 32, Murphy et al as modified teaches wherein the geographical location 
coordinates are established at the completion of the creation of the electronic message (see 
Murphy et al . column 11, line 66 through column 12, line 11.) 
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As to claim 33, Murphy et al as modified teaches wherein the geographical location 
coordinates are established at the start of the creation of the electronic message (see Murphy 
et al , column 11, line 66 through column 12, line 11.) 

As to claim 34, Murphy et al as modified teaches wherein the terminal is a laptop or 
personal digital assistant or other computer device (see Godfrey et al column 7, line 65 
through column 8, line 9, and see column 23, lines 6-9.) 

As to claim 35, Murphy et al as modified teaches wherein the terminal is linked to the 
network by a wired or wireless connection (see Godfrey et al figures 1 and 2.) 

As to claim 36, the applicant is directed to the remarks and discussions made in claim 30 
above. 

7. Claims 37-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Murphy et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,282,362) in view of Walker (U.S. Patent No. 6,490,409), and further in 
view of Godfrey et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,463,463) as applied to claims 30-36 above, and still 
further in view of Tobin (U.S. Patent No. 6,141,666.) 

As to claim 37, Murphy et al as modified does not teach wherein the obtained images are 
provided as part of advertising. 
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Tobin teaches a system for customizing marketing (see Abstract), in which he teaches 
wherein the obtained images are provided as part of advertising (see column 7, lines 55-67 
and see figure 4.) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have modified Murphy et al as modified to include wherein 
the obtained images are provided as part of advertising. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Murphy et al as modified, with the teaching of Tobin . 
because providing the obtained images as part of advertising enables the customers to view 
images of the items they are looking for which results in increased convenience and speed for 
on-line shoppers. 

As to claim 38, Murphy et al as modified teaches the method further comprising the step 



d) offering the images to users in a prioritized manner based on the amount of payment 
associated with each image (see Tobin , figure 3.) 

As to claim 39, Murphy et al as modified teaches the method further comprising the step 



Providing the sender of an electronic message an incentive to include an advertising 
image in the message (see Tobin . column 13, lines 24-3 1 .) 
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Response to Arguments 



8. Applicant's arguments filed on 31-March-2003 with respect to claims 1-39 have been fully 
considered but they are moot in view of the new grounds for rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiries concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Tony Mahmoudi whose telephone number is (703) 305-4887. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Fridays from 08:00 am to 04:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici, can be reached at (703) 305-3830. 
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